‘Chicks’ in the ring

By CHRS SIMNETT

Frei# Press srafl writer

There's a bunch of chicks
with sticks on the logse in
Prince George. .

Despite  only being
together for a cosple of
weeks, they've already gose
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The  Prince Ceonge
wimen's - Fingelle  leam,
nicknamed Chicks With
Sticks, are the first over-23
team in Prince George since
anyone associated with the
leam can remembes  And
they 're undefeated.

Their first action was in
Quesnel recently where they
hammened the home-lown
e 11-5 and 65,

Utilizing a mix of ¢xperi-
ence and exuberamce, the
lecals’” main goal is-to have
fun. Experience comes in
the form of Meredith Bogle,
who's played ringette in
Prince George since she was
a litthe girl, and former
MNewloundland provimcial-

. an Caines,
is provided

by players like Lisa krvine.
A converted

player, one of five on the

leam, Irvine says ringetie is

Chris Balley

a beler team game,
“There's o lot of pass-

ing.” she says. 1 like it a lot

compared o hockey.™

Irvine pot  involved
becanse her daughier likes
o pass the ring around and
she found herself siving the
stands wondering why it
was 50 hard to spear that
ring with the stick.

I felt she should be able
to get the ning so 1 thought
I'd iry it mysell,” says
Irvine with a laugh.

Ringette is making
somewhial af a comebacs .
Prince = oy
Wi
uon ol the spons’ resur-
gence in popularity. The city
has a full complement of
teams from the Bunnies
right up to the women's
team, which is classified as

intermeadiabe (over 21),

The local team was
started o0 compete with
other teams in Ouwesnel,
Abbotsford, MNanaimo gnd

Westminster,
While there are no provin-
cials this year, Abbotsford
feste the Chicks cmow
MEmend €vea, A& pnl.

Currenily the ieam prac-
tices every Monday with the
Deb (Under-23) weam. bual
afver Chiristmas they hope
up that 1o more than one iwe-
time per wesk.

“The players are taking
thit zeriously,” says team
mianager Chris Bailey.

Things will get even
Mare  serious next year
when Prince George hosts
the national inermediate,
deb, belle and junior cham-
picnships. The tournament
is scheduled for April 3108,
2000,

* The local team hoas o
cenee of humour at well,
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Bl sk,
Lmrrgmi from a cracked
egg  shell). Quesnel's

women's ringeiie team s
kmown as Babes on Blades
while one of the Abbotaford
teams is called Chicks on
lce.



